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WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT? 
AOD is a serious public health issue. In 2019, 
according to the National Survey on Drug Use and 
Health ¹, 20.4 million people aged 12 or older had a 
substance use disorder (SUD): 8.3M struggled with 
illicit drugs; 14.5M struggled with alcohol use; and 
2.4M struggled with both illicit drugs and alcohol.  

With a large number of individuals experiencing 
AOD, the use of ED services has become a common 
and serious issue for this population. In 2011, the 
Drug Abuse Warning Network² indicated there were 
approximately 2.5 million drug use misuse or abuse 
visits nationwide.  

AOD can have serious, irreversible effects on health 
and well-being. Studies have demonstrated that 
substance abuse treatment during or after an ED visit 
has been linked to a reduction in substance use, 
future ED use, hospital admissions and bed stays. 
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WHAT CAN YOU DO? 
• Identify patients who had an ED visit with a

principal diagnosis of alcohol or other drug
abuse or dependence

• Assist in scheduling follow-up appointments with
the patient as soon as possible after the ED visit
- one within 7 days and one within 30 days after
the ED visit

• Develop outreach systems or assign case
managers to encourage patients with recent ED
visits for AOD to keep follow-up appointments or
reschedule missed appointments

• Educate these patients on the importance of
follow-up appointments to reduce future ED
visits

• Facilitate referrals for counselling and /or
Medication Assisted Treatment (MAT)

• Encourage a telephone visit, e-visit, or virtual
check-in when appropriate

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES: 

Medication for the Treatment of Alcohol Use Disorder 
(Pocket Guide) – National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and 
Alcoholism (NIH); Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration (SAMHSA) @ 
https://store.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/d7/priv/sma15-
4907pocketguid.pdf  

Alcohol screening and Brief Intervention for Youth: A 
Practitioner’s Guide @ 
https://www.niaaa.nih.gov/alcohols-effects-
health/professional-education-materials/alcohol-
screening-and-brief-intervention-youth-practitioners-guide 

Medication Assisted Treatment (MAT) U.S Department of 
Health and Human Services Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration (SAMHSA)  @ 
https://www.samhsa.gov/medication-assisted-treatment 

https://www.samhsa.gov/data/sites/default/files/reports/rpt29393/2019NSDUHFFRPDFWHTML/2019NSDUHFFR1PDFW090120.pdf
https://www.samhsa.gov/data/sites/default/files/reports/rpt29393/2019NSDUHFFRPDFWHTML/2019NSDUHFFR1PDFW090120.pdf
https://www.samhsa.gov/data/sites/default/files/reports/rpt29393/2019NSDUHFFRPDFWHTML/2019NSDUHFFR1PDFW090120.pdf
https://store.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/d7/priv/sma15-4907pocketguid.pdf
https://store.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/d7/priv/sma15-4907pocketguid.pdf
https://www.niaaa.nih.gov/alcohols-effects-health/professional-education-materials/alcohol-screening-and-brief-intervention-youth-practitioners-guide
https://www.niaaa.nih.gov/alcohols-effects-health/professional-education-materials/alcohol-screening-and-brief-intervention-youth-practitioners-guide
https://www.niaaa.nih.gov/alcohols-effects-health/professional-education-materials/alcohol-screening-and-brief-intervention-youth-practitioners-guide
https://www.samhsa.gov/medication-assisted-treatment

	Why is this Important?
	What Can You Do?

